Complex proximal humeral fracture should these be fixed?  by Bhalla, A. et al.
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Design andmethods: Systematic literature reviewand retrospec-
ive case series study, Level IV of evidence.
Patients: From July 2007 to March 2009, a consecutive series of
ight patients with periprosthetic femoral fractures were treated
ith a Locking Compression Plate (LCP); three total hip replace-
ents (THR) and ﬁve total knee replacements (TKR).
Outcome measure:
- Clinical: time to full weight bearing, return to preoperative, hip
and knee range of movements: This is difﬁcult, as it was not
always recorded, and incidenceof complications: infection, non-
union and failure of metal work.
- Radiological: Union and Mal-union
Results: All fractures united, and all patients were able to fully
eight bear. No incidence ofmetalwork failure. Therewas one case
f MRSA infection in a patient who was a previous carrier and was
ot given appropriate prophylaxis.
Conclusion: Locking femoral plate is an alternative satisfactory
ethod for treating periprosthetic femoral fractures. It avoids the
eed for revision surgery in types B and C periprosthetic fractures
ithawellﬁxed implant, particularly in theelderlygroupwhohave
higher morbidity and mortality risk from such a major operation.
oi:10.1016/j.injury.2010.07.182
ub-speciality orthopaedic surgeons: Another potential factor
elaying hip fracture surgery
ohammed Aqeel Bhutta
Hip fractures are associatedwith signiﬁcantmorbidity andmor-
ality, however effective medical and social input can improve
utcome. Early surgical intervention, that within 48h or ideally
4h plays a signiﬁcant role. Such targets must be managed within
odern working NHS practice. Currently such cases are performed
uring ﬁxed Trauma sessions. However, there is increasing sub-
pecialization within orthopaedics. Trauma involving the upper
imb can often be delayed for the attention of the subspecialty
urgeon during their trauma sessions. Within our unit Wednesday
rauma sessions are supervised by an upper limb consultant and on
lternate Tuesdays. We therefore assessed whether days of upper
imb speciﬁc trauma sessions affected the delivery of care to hip
racture patients.
Data for this Trauma unit was obtained from the National Hip
racture Database for a 12-month period from which 216 patients
ith complete data were included. Of the 216 patients 68(31.5%)
ere medically unﬁt for surgery, 67 (31%) were delayed to surgery
nd 81 (37.5%) were operated upon within 24h. The mean delay to
urgery for those admitted on a Tuesday was 69.7 (range 22–174)
ours compared to 27.1h (range 29–65) on Thursday the most
fﬁcient day of the week with equal number of trauma sessions.
his was statistically signiﬁcant using Kruskal–Wallis’s H(6) 11.33,
< 0.017 for assessing the effects from Monday to Friday. Of those
elayed for surgery 50% of the patients were likely to be oper-
ted upon within the next 24h except for Friday where 83% were
perated upon.
To meet current guidance a similar assessment may be required
n other trauma units, and as a consequence of this study we have
reated a hip fracture trauma list on the Wednesday to address this
atient need.
oi:10.1016/j.injury.2010.07.1831 (2010) 197–220
Balloon tamponade with a Foley catheter for extremity stab
injury
R.A. Singh ∗, R.W. Trickett
University Hospital of Wales, Heath Park, Cardiff, United Kingdom
The Foley catheter is described in the emergency treatment of
penetrating cardiac injuries. It can be used to control bleeding from
wounds in extremities, where bleeding vessels have retracted or
simple pressure is unsuccessful at obtaining control due to the
vessel depth.
Insert the catheter tip into the wound and inﬂate the balloon as
appropriate to the wound size. If necessary it can be slightly over-
inﬂated. Spigot or clamp the catheter and re-apply direct pressure
to the wound and balloon. The pressure is transmitted within the
wound providing temporary haemostatic control en route to the
operating theatre.
doi:10.1016/j.injury.2010.07.184
Complex proximal humeral fracture should these be ﬁxed?
A. Bhalla ∗, A. Sur, S. Sadiq
Worcester Acute Hospital, United Kingdom
Weretrospectively reviewed the results of 13 proximal humeral
andmid shaft humeral fractureswhichwent to delayed union/non-
union by 3–6 months.
Patient underwent computed tomography (CT) scans to con-
ﬁrm non-union or assess the fracture pattern. CT scan indicated
union in 4 patients where X-rays were not decisive. CT scans and
radiographs were compared in the demonstration of fracture lines,
displacement of fracture fragments, rotation of fragments relative
to their normal positions, and status of the head and articular sur-
face of the humerus.
The impact of CT ﬁndings on the decision to treat with surgery
versus closed reduction and on the choice of surgical procedure
was assessed. Surgery was not performed in 4 patients because CT
scans showed no signiﬁcant displacement of fragments previously
judged displaced or “indeterminate” on radiographs.
Surgery was performed in nine patients; CT demonstrated sig-
niﬁcant abnormalities not deﬁnitely shown with radiography. In
six of these eight patients, long philos plate was used. Two of
the patients required Polaris Nail to treat the fracture. There were
3 cases of radial nerve palsy that recovered at 6–12 weeks post
surgery.
The non-operative route was worth considering though there
was long healing time of 6–12months. All patientswho underwent
ﬁxation would have preferred the early surgical ﬁxation of fracture
due to long morbidity associated with non-operative treatment.
doi:10.1016/j.injury.2010.07.185
Operative treatment of closed fractures of clavicle in children
S. Radha ∗, S. Seneverthina, A.S. Rajeev
Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Gateshead, UK
Background: Fractures of the clavicle are common in both adults
andchildren. Recent studies in the treatmentof adult fractureshave
indicated that improved outcomes are achieved after open reduc-
tion and internal ﬁxation. The aim of this study was to analyze
outcomes after open reduction and internal ﬁxation of displaced
clavicle fractures in children.
Material and methods: We analyzed a retrospective case series
of 12 children whose displaced clavicle fractures were treated with
